
Joint Archives Service/Dorset History Centre

An introduction to Archives and Local Studies



•Acquires and preserves archives (from AD965)

•Provides access – onsite, off-site and digitally

•Founded in 1955

•Accredited by The National Archives

JAS –functions



What are archives?

• Recorded information no longer required 

on a regular basis but which contains 

important information needed for future 

reference

•Unique; ‘raw materials of history’

• A wide range of sources and varied 

subject matter

• Mixed media and formats

• About or created in Dorset



Principal Record Types

• Local government– corporate 

memory

• Community-generated; individual and 

organisational

• Public Records – government-owned, 

locally held



Archives – why do we keep them?

• Statutory – archives support legal 

compliance (GDPR/FoI) and risk mitigation

• Evidential – proving that something is 

correct (or is not)

• Cultural – our heritage – individual and 

shared memories



Local Studies Library 

Family History Room

Archive Searchroom

On-site access



•Family history 

•Local history

•Property history

•Corporate memory

•Official/professional

•Educational/academic

Users and their 

interests:



Collections management/preservation/conservation 



Digital preservation

• Increase in deposits of 

non-traditional media

• More extensive digitisation 

of paper records
• Fragility of modern media; rapid 

technological development 



Community Engagement



Digital Engagement

• Online catalogue

• Ancestry.co.uk

• Blogs, newsletter, Twitter

Future development:

o Online galleries

o Digital mapping



Volunteers

•Capacity building – adding 
value;

• Increasing range of roles

• Investors in Volunteers 

accreditation

•Online volunteering



Archive of Dame Elisabeth Frink

• Cataloguing

• Preservation

• Promotion and UK-wide 

collaboration 

Herrison Hospital archive 

project 2019 to date

• Wellcome Trust-funded

• Catalogue, conserve and 

promote the collection

• Work with BU and University 

of Exeter



Charity supporting the JAS: three 

key objectives:

• Fundraising 

• Collections 

development

• Advocacy and 

support




